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 The eye is an especially sensitive barometer for the onset of, or reactivation of,

autoimmune phenomena in many rheumatologic diseases.

 Some rheumatology patients may present with obscure signs and symptoms,

and ocular manifestations may be the only clue for making a difficult

diagnosis.

 Other patients may present with well-documented rheumatic diseases, and

eye findings may add to the severity of their illness.

 Because many of these ocular complications may result in loss of vision,

evaluation by an ophthalmologic specialist is needed.

 Some medications used to treat rheumatic diseases have ocular side effects.
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Acute anterior uveitis is the most common extra-skeletal involvement in patients

with ankylosing spondylitis (AS), occurring in 25% to 40% of patients at some

time in the disease course.



 Conjunctivitis with sterile discharge is the most frequent manifestation.

Acute uveitis, especially anterior uveitis (iridocyclitis), also is common.

The ocular lesions may be the first or the only manifestation of this reactive

arthritis



The most common ocular manifestation is anterior uveitis (also includes acute 

iritis or iridocyclitis), which may present either with or without a hypopyon.

The most characteristic posterior segment lesion of Behcet’s disease is retinal 

vasculitis.





The incidence of uveitis in juvenile idiopathic arthritis (JIA) is estimated to be 

about 21% in pauciarticular type.

There is usually little or no correlation between ocular and joint inflammation.



If not diagnosed…



Ocular or orbital involvement is seen in 15% of patients with Wegener 

granulomatosis at presentation and in up to 50% of patients during the 

course of the disease.

Scleritis affects up to 40% of patients.



Dry eyes or KCS is the most common ophthalmic manifestation of RA, with 

a reported prevalence as high as 25%.

The overall prevalence of scleritis in RA patients is reported to range from 

0.67 to 6.3%, although as many as 33% of all patients presenting to an 

ophthalmologist with scleritis may have associated RA.



Peripheral ulcerative keratitis





Keratoconjunctivitis sicca (dry eyes) is the hallmark

sign of Sjogren’s syndrome.



Ophthalmologic Manifestations as Side Effects of 

Medications Used to Treat Rheumatic Diseases





Tunnel vision



Fuchs heterochromic iridocyclitis



Conclusion 







Thanks for your patience


